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Ballasore Road, or otherways, to get the charge of any foreign or country ships
which first came in their way, for which they demanded and received an
exorbitant price. By these means our ships, which at that season were daily
expected to arrive, were totally neglected, insomuch that our commanders have
been obliged to put a confidence in and trust the care of their ships to an
enemy's pilot. We therefore direct that you give strict orders to our pilots,
that some of them do constantly keep on their proper stations off Point
Palmiras at the season our ships are expected until they all arrive and care-
fully attend upon them until they are safe at their moorings.
22.   When any of His Majesty's ships leave India they will, we imagine,
touch either at Madagascar or the Cape of Good Hope, perhaps at both.   If
any of them take their departure from Bengal, we would have you inform, from
time to time the Admiral or Commander-in-Chief that he can have little
dependance upon being supplied with fresh provisions at St. Helena, as we are
assured by the Governour, the island is so much exhausted they cannot
afford to kill more than one small bullock a week to supply then- market.
You must therefore most earnestly recommend it to them to refresh their
people at one or both the beforementioned places, and likewise take on board
as much live provisions as they can for the rest of the voyage home, also as
much fewel as may be necessary, the island being almost exhausted of wood.
23.   We have introduced a new clause into our commanders' instructions
by which they are directed to supply their ships before their departure from
India with as much fewel as will serve for their homeward bound voyage,
allowing for an extraordinary stay at St. Helena or elsewhere, that they may
not be under the necessity of distressing the island in this particular; they
are also directed for the same reason to stock themselves with live provisions*
We recommend it to you therefore to remind every commander dispatched
from Bengal of his carefully complying with his said instruction.
24.    In order to prevent as much as lyes in our power illicit trade, you
are strictly to observe our former orders on this head, and we do direct that
you do seize and dispose of on the Company's account all goods in private
trade landed from any of our Europe ships which have not been licensed by
us, and you are to transmit us a particular account of the said goods and what
they [...] for, together with an exact detail of the whole transaction.
25.   We have left it to the discretion of our President and Council at
Fort St. George either to detain the Warwick for an early dispatch from thence
or to forward her to you according to circumstances: observing, however, that
if the first is determined upon as the properest measure, the wine and other
consignments for your Presidency are to be forwarded by the earliest and
safest conveyances that offer.
26.    As soon as the ships the Ilchester, Worcester, Grantham, Fox and
Elizabeth have delivered the few consignments laden for the Presidency at
Fort St. George, and such part of their treasure is coined or exchanged into
rupees as you have given notice may be necessary, the President and Council
have directions to dispatch them to you without loss of time, being apprized
that their early arrival in Bengal is of great importance to the Company.
27.   As there were but four ships consigned to the Coast ancl Bay last
We cannot but suppose they will be aJl retoniecl to Europe, amcl in